
GCU Fall Soccer Program

Frequently Asked Questions

How do I register for GCU’s Recreational & Instructional Fall Soccer Programs?

To pre-register for one of GCU’s Recreational & Instructional Fall Soccer Programs, go to:

www.gcunited.com
Note:  From the home page, go to “Online Registration” (on the Site Contents section on the left-hand side of the page).  On the online registration page, click on the corresponding link to register a player or volunteer to coach for Fall Soccer.
To finalize registration, please attend one of the following In-Person Registration Sessions:

    Date
    Time
    Location

Sun, Aug. 22
2:00p-4:30p
Seminole Community Library

Sat, Aug 28
10:00a-12:00p
Belleair Recreation Center

Thu, Sept. 2
6:30p-8:30p
Seminole Community Library

Please bring a copy of your child’s birth certificate for age verification along with copy of the GCU Medical Release available on our website and a form of payment.  (Pre-register online to expedite this process.)
Who can register to play in GCU’s Recreational & Instructional Fall Soccer Programs?

The Fall Soccer Program is designed for boys and girls between 4 yrs - 19 yrs of age at all skill levels.  (Due to insurance reasons, children must turn 4 yrs old by Sept. 13, 2010.)   PROOF OF AGE IS REQUIRED (i.e. copy of certified birth certificate or passport) and can be provided to GCU during GCU’s In-Person Registration.  It can also be scanned and emailed to: info@gcunited.com. 

How do I know what Age Group my Child will play this Season?

Your child’s age group is based on your child’s age as of August 1.  See the Age Chart below for more information: 


[image: image1.emf]Birth Month

August 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 1997 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992 1991

September 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 1997 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992 1991

October 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 1997 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992 1991

November 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 1997 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992 1991

December 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 1997 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992 1991

January 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 1997 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992

February 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 1997 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992

March 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 1997 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992

April 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 1997 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992

May 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 1997 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992

June 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 1997 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992

July 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 1997 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992

2010-2011 Recreational Soccer Age Group Chart

U6 U8 U10 U12 U14 U19 U16


Note: Your child’s age group fills in automatically when you register online.  
What does it cost to participate in GCU’s Recreational & Instructional Fall Soccer Programs?

Below is a copy of the 2010-2011 Recreational Soccer Fee Schedule:


[image: image2.emf]Division Age Group Format Price Season

Fall Recreation

(In-House)

U6 4v4 $90 Sept-Oct

Fall Recreation

(In-House or GYSA)

U8 4v4 $130  Oct-Mar

Fall Recreation

(In-House or GYSA)

U10 6v6 $145  Oct-Mar

Fall Recreation

(GYSA Travel)

U12 8v8 $165  Oct-Mar

Fall Recreation

(GYSA Travel)

U14 11v11 $185  Oct-Mar

Fall Recreation

(GYSA Travel)

U16 11v11 $185  Oct-Mar

Fall Recreation

(GYSA Travel)

U19B 11v11 $195  Oct-Mar

Fall Recreation

(GYSA Travel)

U19G 6v6 $195  Oct-Mar

GCU Price List & Season Information


Note:  There is at $25 Late-Registration Fee after Thursday, 9/2.

Families are also required to contribute 3 hours at the Club during the season.  If a family prefers to opt-out of the Volunteer Requirement, there is an additional $25 Opt-Out Fee per family.

Volunteers are needed for the following roles:

	Coaching
	Asst Coach
	Concessions Worker

	Board Member
	Committee Head
	Field Day Worker


Register online if you would like to coach.  Please email info@gcunited.com if you are interested in volunteering in some other capacity.
What type of Recreational & Instructional Fall Soccer Programs does GCU offer to the Community?

U6 Mini-Recreational Soccer Program:  GCU offers an instructional 7-week mini-season that lasts from mid-September to late-October for boys and girls ages 4-5 year old.  Small-sided games (4v4) with field coaches give young players an opportunity to experience soccer in a safe, fun and instructional environment.  Early-season and pre-game training sessions give new players a chance to learn technical parts of the game.  Pre-game training sessions start @ 5:30 p.m.; games start at 6:00 p.m. and consist of 4-8 minute quarters.  Players receive a medal at the end of the season.  (See U6 Season Calendar below for more details.)

U8-U19 Recreational Soccer Program:  The U8-U19 Recreational Soccer Program is primarily meant to be a fun recreational outlet for players.  Scores and standings are not recorded or maintained by league officials and all players, generally, play at least 50% of each game (though it may decrease if player do not attend practice).  The season usually concludes with an in-house or local tournament.  Games at younger age groups are small-sided (4v4 to 8v8) to give players more “touches on the ball” as they play.  Players receive a trophy at the end of the season.  (See the U8-U19 Season Calendar below for more details.)
U8 Pre-Academy & U10 Academy Soccer Programs:  Pre-Academy & Academy Soccer Programs focus primarily on individual skill development and prepares players for Club Soccer in later years.  Scores are not recorded; standings are not maintained.  All players generally play the same amount of time in each game (but this varies from coach to coach).  The season usually concludes with a regional Academy Festival.  Some teams may also participate in pre-season & post-season tournaments.  For more information, please contact Academy Director, Matt Risley, at 560-6512 or Director of Coaching, Jimmy McDonald, at 317-752-3184.
What Equipment does my child need to play in GCU’s Recreational & Instructional Fall Soccer Program?

Players will need a soccer ball, cleats (rubber soles), socks, shin guards, shorts and a water bottle.  The Club will provide a uniform as part of registration fees (U6 – t-shirt & U8-U19 – jersey, shorts and socks).  The total cost for soccer equipment will range from $30-$100+ depending on the quality of equipment purchased.   

Ball Size Required per Age Group

U6 & U8
Size #3

U10 & U12
Size #4

U14+
Size #5

When & where will my child have their Practice Sessions and Games?  What format will be used for Games?
The table below gives you a general overview of practice sessions and game information.  This table is only meant as a guide; specific details may change.

	
	U6
	U8-U12
	U14-U19

	Practice Sessions /Week
	1x
	2x
	2x

	Duration of Practice Sessions
	30-60 min
	60 min
	60-90 min

	Practice Session Time
	5:30p
	6:00p
	7:00p

	Practice Session Days
	Tues/Wed
	Varies*
	Varies*

	Practice Session Location
	SJWAA/Belleair
	SJWAA/Belleair
	SJWAA

	Duration of Games
	U6: 4 - 8 min
	U8: 4 - 10 min

U10: 2-25 min

U12: 2-30 min
	U14: 2-35 min

U16: 2-40 min

U19: 2-45 min

	Game Format
	U6: 3 v 3
	U8: 4 v 4

U10: 6 v 6

U12: 8 v8
	U14: 11 v 11

U16: 11 v11

U19B: 11 v 11

U19G: 6 v 6

	Game Times
	Varies
	Varies
	Varies

	Game Days
	Weekday & Sat
	Saturday
	Saturday

	Game Location
	SJWAA/Belleair
	SJWAA/Belleair & Local Clubs
	SJWAA & Local Clubs

	Season: 
	Sept – Oct
	Oct – Mar
	Oct – Mar


* Practice Days are usually Monday/Wednesday or Tuesday/ Thursday but varies from coach-to-coach.  If you require specific practice days, consider coaching your child’s team.

NOTE:  GCU IS NOT ABLE TO GUARANTEE WHERE OR WHEN YOUR PRACTICE TIMES OR GAMES WILL TAKE PLACE.  REFUNDS WILL NOT BE GIVEN IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO PRACTICE AT THE TIME YOUR COACH HAS SELECTED FOR YOUR CHILD’S TEAM.

Can my child play on the same team as a Family Member, Friend or Coach?

Player placement on specific teams is limited by GYSA Guidelines (that require U8-U19 Recreational teams be selected by using a blind draft).   Only three (3) players can request to be on the same team.  This includes the:

1. Coaches’ Child

2. Assistant Coaches Child

3. Team Sponsor’s Child

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO COACH AND PROTECT TWO OTHER PLAYERS, PLEASE INDICATE THE PLAYERS YOU WOULD LIKE ON YOUR TEAM IN THE “NOTES” SECTION WHEN YOU REGISTER ONLINE. THE ASSISTANT COACH AND SPONSOR SHOULD INDICATE THE SAME THING.  (Note:  Siblings in the same age group are also placed on the same team.  Please write sibling’s names in the notes section when pre-registering online.)
U6 PLAYERS ONLY:  U6 team selection is not based on GYSA Guidelines, therefore, we have more flexibility to honor requests for friends to play together. In order to have “competitively balanced teams”, however, we generally limit requests for friends to play together to cases where families require carpooling or childcare in order to participate in Fall Soccer.  Due to these limitations, we cannot guarantee that all requests will be met. We also attempt to honor any requests for a specific coach but, again, can’t guarantee all requests. We are only able to confirm specific team and coach assignments 2-3 weeks prior to the start of the season. 
Refunds will not be available if we are unable to meet your requests.  

What Type of Sponsorships are Available & How do I Sponsor my Child’s Team?

GCU offers two sponsorship levels for Recreational Soccer Team:

U6 Teams:  
$125 / team

U8-U19 Teams:  
$350 / team

Team Sponsor Benefits include: 

1. Selecting a player as a “protected player” on the team they sponsor.

2. Sponsored team(s) will receive practice t-shirts with the sponsor’s name.

3. A plaque with a picture of the sponsored team.
4. U8-U19 Team Sponsors will have a 2’ x 5’ banner displayed at the SJWAA Complex during the season.

5.  U6 Team Sponsors will be listed on a single 2’ x 5’ banner recognizing all U6 Sponsors during the season. 

To sponsor a team, indicate that you would like to be a Team Sponsor when you pre-register online.  If you are not registering a child to play this year but would still like to be a Team Sponsor, please email info@gcunited.com or contact Bill Cunningham @ 238-9405.  (Please indicate the name of the coach & assistant coach whose team you would like to sponsor.)

Note:  GCU is a not-for-profit, 501-C3, organization.  All donations are tax deductible – 59-2908641.  
What Club-Wide Fundraisers will we be doing this year?  How can I become a GCU Club Sponsor?

GCU will conduct three club-wide fundraisers during the 2010-2011 Season.  These include:

1. GCU “Letters of Love Fundraiser” that will kick-off at the beginning of the U6 Fall Mini-Season and the U8-U19 Fall Season (Sept & Oct).  Letters will be sent to family and friends asking them to support your son or daughter and their local soccer program.  Coaches will have more information about this fundraiser during your first team meeting.

2. GCU’s “Ball of Laughs – 2010 Auction Gala” taking place Sat., Nov. 13 at the Belleair Recreation Center.  This adults-only night out is sure to be lots of laughs as we’re entertained by local comedians while enjoying hors d’oeuvres.  (Child care is available for an additional fee.)

3. GCU’s “Spring Cleaning Rummage Sale & Birdies for Charities Fundraiser” will take place in Spring 2011.   The Spring Cleaning Rummage Sale will take place during GCU’s Closing Ceremony on Sat, Mar 12, 2011 at SJWAA.  Our Birdies for Charities Fundraiser will kick-off in early 2011 and will continue through Spring Soccer Registration in March.

We ask all families to support these fundraisers as we raise money for:

1. GCU’s General Scholarship Fund ($1,500)

2. Facilities Improvements included the construction of a Clubhouse, Kicking Wall and New Signage at SJWAA ($25,000)

3. Field Improvements including refinishing the Turf and purchasing additional Goals @ SJWAA ($12,000)

The expected cost of these projects is over $35,000.   If you would like to make a tax-deductible donation to GCU Soccer Club or become a GCU Club Sponsor, please email your request or questions to info@gcuninted.com or call 518-3728, ext. 1 to leave a message.

Are there scholarships available to Title I Families through the Club?

The Club would like to make soccer available to families regardless of their ability to pay and has created a small scholarship fund available to Title I families that qualify for free and reduced lunch at their local elementary schools.  Verification of qualification is required.  Please contact a member of the GCU Scholarship Committee for more information at info@gcunited.com.   

Families suffering a short-term financial hardship but that do not meet the above criteria for a Club scholarship should contact the GCU Treasurer at treasurer@gcunited.com. 
What is GCU’s Reimbursement Policy?

NO REFUNDS WILL BE GRANTED AFTER SEPTEMBER 6, 2010 except for injury or relocation outside Pinellas County.   In the event of injury or relocation, the refund will be prorated based on the number of games played and other fixed expenses incurred by the Club.

Who do I contact if I have any other questions?

Please send an email to info@gcunited.com or call 518-3728, ext. 6.

GCU Fall Soccer Key Dates – U6 Mini-Soccer Season

	Date
	Event
	Location

	Aug 1-Sept 2
	Fall Soccer Online Pre-Registration 
	www.gcunited.com

	Sun, Aug 22
	In-Person Registration (2:00p-4:30p)
	Seminole Comm. Library

	Sat, Aug 28
	In-Person Registration (10:00a-12:00p)
	Belleair Rec. Center

	Thu, Sept 2
	In-Person Registration (6:30p-8:30p)
	Seminole Comm. Library

	Fri, Sept 3
	Fall Soccer Late Registration – add $25 Late Fee
	www.gcunited.com

	Sept 11- 13
	Coaches Meeting & Team Notification
	TBA

	Sun, Sept 12
	GCU U6 Fall Field Day (volunteers needed)
	SJWAA

	Sept 14-15
	Meet the Coach & Team Night (uniforms)
	Belleair / SJWAA

	Sat, Sept 18
	U6 Kick-Off Jamboree (team pictures)
	SJWAA

	Wed, Sept 22
	Training Session #1 
	SJWAA

	Sat, Sept 25
	Game #1
	Belleair / SJWAA

	Wed, Sept 29
	Training Session #2
	SJWAA

	Sat, Oct 2
	Game #2
	Belleair / SJWAA

	Oct 5 / Oct 6
	Game #3
	SJWAA

	Sat, Oct 9
	Game #4
	Belleair / SJWAA

	Oct 12 / Oct 13
	Game #5
	SJWAA

	Sat, Oct 16
	Game #6
	Belleair / SJWAA

	Oct 19 / Oct 20
	Game #7
	Belleair / SJWAA

	Sat, Oct 23
	Game #8
	Belleair / SJWAA

	Oct 26 / Oct 27
	Game #9
	Belleair / SJWAA

	Sat, Oct 30
	U6 Closing Festival (picture retakes)
	SJWAA

	Sat, Nov 13
	GCU Fall Gala – “A Ball of Laughs!!!”
	Belleair Rec Center

	Feb 2011
	Spring Soccer Online Pre-Registration
	www.gcunited.com


NOTE:   Schedules are tentative and the Club retains the right to change them, as necessary, to ensure the quality of our youth soccer programs.  In the event of a change in the schedule, the Club will make reasonable attempts to communicate them to parents as soon as possible.   If necessary, parents can request refunds of Fall Soccer fees on or before Labor Day, Monday, September 6, 2010.  NO REFUNDS WILL BE GRANTED AFTER SEPTEMBER 6, 2010 except for injury or relocation outside Pinellas County. 
Please note, too, that there will not be any make-up soccer games in the event of cancellation due to inclement weather conditions, field conditions, etc… during the Fall Soccer season.

GCU Fall Soccer Key Dates – U8-U19 Recreation Soccer 

	Date
	Event
	Location

	Aug 1-Sept 2
	Fall Soccer Online Pre-Registration 
	www.gcunited.com

	Sun, Aug 22
	In-Person Registration (2:00p-4:30p)
	Seminole Comm. Library

	Sat, Aug 28
	In-Person Registration (10:00a-12:00p)
	Belleair Rec. Center

	Thu, Sept 2
	In-Person Registration (6:30p-8:30p)
	Seminole Comm. Library

	Fri, Sept 3
	Fall Soccer Late Registration – add $25 Late Fee
	www.gcunited.com

	Oct 16 -17
	Coaches Meeting & Team Notification (uniforms)
	TBD

	Sun, Oct 17
	GCU U8-U19 Fall Field Day (volunteers needed)
	SJWAA

	Oct 18-19
	Meet the Coach & Team Night 
	Belleair / SJWAA

	Oct 20
	Pre-Season Training Begins
	Belleair / SJWAA

	Sat, Oct 30
	U8-U19 Kick-Off Parade (team pictures)
	SJWAA

	Sat, Nov 6
	Game #1
	TBD

	Sat, Nov 13
	Game #2
	TBD

	Sat, Nov 13
	GCU Fall Gala – “A Ball of Laughs!!!”
	Belleair Rec. Center

	Sat, Nov 20
	Game #3
	TBD

	Sat, Dec 4
	Game #4 (picture retakes)
	TBD

	Sat, Dec 11
	Game #5
	TBD

	Sat, Dec 18
	Game #6
	TBD

	Sat, Jan 8
	Game #7
	TBD

	Sat, Jan 15
	Game #8
	TBD

	Sat, Jan 22
	Game #9
	TBD

	Sat, Jan 29
	Game #10
	TBD

	Sat, Feb 5
	Game #11
	TBD

	Sat, Feb 12
	Game #12
	TBD

	Fri, Feb 18
	U10-U19 GYSA Mandatory Coaches Meeting
	Osceola HS @ 7:30p

	Sat, Feb 19
	U8 & U10 Year-End Festival
	SJWAA

	Feb 19-20
	U14-U19 GYSA Tournament
	TBD

	Feb 21 - Mar 12
	GCU Recreational All-Star Program
	SJWAA

	Feb 26-27
	U10 GYSA Festival & U12-U19 GYSA Tournam’t
	TBD

	Mar 5-6
	U12-U19 GYSA Semi-Finals & Finals
	TBD

	Sat, Mar 12
	GCU Closing Ceremony & Spring Fundraiser
	SJWAA


NOTE:   Schedules are tentative and the Club retains the right to change them, as necessary, to ensure the quality of our youth soccer programs.  In the event of a change in the schedule, the Club will make reasonable attempts to communicate them to parents as soon as possible.   If necessary, parents can request refunds of Fall Soccer fees on or before Labor Day, Monday, September 6, 2010.  NO REFUNDS WILL BE GRANTED AFTER SEPTEMBER 6, 2010 except for injury or relocation outside Pinellas County. 
Please note, too, that there will not be any make-up soccer games in the event of cancellation due to inclement weather conditions, field conditions, etc… during the Fall Soccer season. 




U8-U19 Recreational Fall Soccer Schedule 2010





U6 Recreational Fall Soccer Schedule 2010
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(In-House)		U6		4v4		$90		Sept-Oct
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